
Clarion Trust Funding Proposal 

This funding proposal is for a period of 2 years, which promise to be an exciting time for the proclamation of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ in the UK, including one of the most significant events of evangelism for many decades in 

London Festival 2013. 

Who are Clarion Trust International? 

The work of the Trust began in Summer 2008, when founder/director Stephen Gaukroger stepped down as Senior 

Minister of Gold Hill Baptist Church to take advantage of the many opportunities available to him to speak to 

significant groups of Christian leaders worldwide, encouraging them to embrace an outwardly focused mission 

philosophy in their leadership of churches and Christian organisations.  Stephen quickly established a Clarion office 

and a team of trustees and this bold move of faith has resulted in a significant number of evangelistic opportunities 

here in the UK and abroad. 

The goal of Clarion is to act as a catalyst for visionary leadership, stirring up the Church, local, national and 

international, to declare the good news of Jesus Christ boldly and effectively to an increasingly broken world.  Clarion 

is in the unique position to be able to network across civic, business, Government, political and media worlds in 

promoting the cause of Jesus Christ through his Church.   

Stephen’s God-given ability to make Scripture accessible in a Spirit-inspired, warm, practical and relevant way, as 

evidenced by more than 20 books, together with his commitment to inspire Christian leaders to an outwardly 

focussed mission philosophy and the equipping of every believer in whole-of-life discipleship, positions Clarion 

uniquely in the advance of the Gospel in our day. 

Highlights of Clarion’s work to date  

The following are among the most significant activities and events undertaken by the Trust in the last 3 years.  

Ministry to the persecuted church in Iraq 

Citywide missions in Leicester & Ipswich 

Strategic input to over a dozen UK based agencies 

Support for the poor in Haiti 

Leadership training in Myanmar 

Working with Spring Harvest to provide bibles for 

Burkina Faso – one of the poorest countries on earth 

Leadership development & evangelism in Pakistan 

Preaching & Leaders’ Conference in Bahrain 

 

 

London 2013 Festival  

During the exceptionally busy schedule of the past 3 years, partly outlined above, there has been a growing vision for a 

major evangelistic initiative for London, following on from the Olympics in 2012.  Clarion has been instrumental in 



initiating the vision for London 2013 Festival, launched in September 2011 by Stephen with more than 200 senior 

London Christian leaders present. 

The festival will have a four-fold emphasis: 

 Equipping Christians in “whole-of-life discipleship” by providing training to develop evangelistic lifestyles 

and verbal skills in sharing the Gospel. 

 Encouraging Leaders to embrace an outwardly focused mission philosophy in their leadership of Churches 

and Christian organisations. 

 Engaging Communities in projects across London, demonstrating a commitment to the social and 

practical needs of Londoners.   

 Encountering Jesus - a public event in late 2013 to invite people to hear the good news of Jesus, simply 

explained by Franklin Graham – with a chance to respond. 

This event marks a major refocusing of vision and equipping for London Churches.  Already supported by the largest 

number of inter-denominational leaders across the whole spectrum of Church life, this will be hugely significant for 

London.  We believe it to be an exciting adventure of faith. 

Funding proposal 

As the vision for London 2013 Festival began to unfold, the Trustee Board of Clarion made the decision to seek funding 

quite independent from any of the major organisations involved in the project.  With such a diverse group of 

participants in the project, the Board has felt that Stephen’s critical role, as chair, should be free from any financial links. 

This step has left Clarion with a need to seek independent funding, particularly relating to London 2013 Festival over 

the next 2 years.  The festival is by no means the only activity in which the Trust will be involved in this period and 

already the agenda includes ministry opportunities in (e.g.) Australia, Burma, Tanzania & India. 

The funding requirement for the next 2 years, in addition to funding already achieved for its wider ministry, amounts to 

£140,000.  This will allow the Trust to release Stephen into the complex, demanding and visionary role which we 

believe to be critical for the ultimate success of London 2013 Festival.   

The Board of Trustees is writing to ask whether you would be prepared to join us in this great adventure of faith for our 

capital city and beyond.  Indeed, we believe the initiative for London in 2013 would be replicable in other major cities, 

both in the UK and around the world. 

We would be most grateful for your prayerful consideration of this proposal.  You can find further information about 

Clarion Trust International and Stephen Gaukroger at www.clariontrust.org.uk.  The Trustees would also be very happy 

to discuss with you the exciting vision we have at Clarion and we look forward to hearing from you and partnering with 

you. 

THE TRUSTEES 


